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PARSONS anv TITHES. 


Tue following Sermon makes 
the last of my series, and was, in 
fact, published, though not de- 
livered, on the Ist of this Month. 
But, the subject of Tirnes being 
about to become one of most se- 
rious discussion ; it being mani- 
fest to me, that this species of 
property, as far as it is possessed 
by the Clergy (for the rest is a 
different thing), will shortly have 
to be dealt with by the Parlia- 
ment; and, indeed, it being well 
known, that the Ministers them- 
selves have in contemplation a 
positive measure relating to tithes 
in Ireland, after which those in 
England will naturally follow: 
all this being so well known, I 
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have thought it right to circulate 
the following Discourse as widely 
and as speedily as possible. I am 
of opinion, that it throws great 
light upon a subject not, hitherto, 
much noticed. It gives the reader 
a pretty clear view of the origin 
and intention of tithes in this 
Kingdom ; and it will help those 
who may be disposed to take 

part in the important approachirig 
discussions. However, the reader 


will see and judge for himself. 


I have subjoined to this Sermon 
the Pamphlet of Lorp_Biayney, 
relative to the non-residence in 
Ireland, which { am sure he will 
excuse, seeing, that, whatever our 
politics {may be, we’ all seem to 
be of one mind upon this subject. 
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No one can read this Pamphlet 
without being convinced, that 
something must be speedily done 
as to the tithes in Ireland at any 


rate. 


It is curious enough, that, in 
proportion as the parsons have 
become possessed of pluralities 
and have been non-resident, they 
have become justices of the peace ! 
It is not now-and-then a Parson 
Hay and a Doctor Colston that 
we meet with; for, we find them 
on the Benches at Petty Sessions 
and General Sessions all over the 
Kingdom. One would think, that, 
when a man had undertaken the 
“cure of souls,” and especially 
in two or three places, he would 
have enough to do, without be- 
coming a justice of the peace, a 
licenser of alehouses,an examiner 
of thieves, an inquirer into cases 
of assault, battery and bastardy. 
At least one would imagine, that 
the pastors of Christ’s flock would 
not find time for these things, 
while the flock was inceSsantly 


attacked, as is said now to be 








the case; by infidels and blas- 


phemers. 


I shall call this Tur Parson’s 
Recisrer; and, if Parson Hay, 
Doctor Colston, Parson Cunning- 
ham, or any of the rest of them, 
can find time to state any objec- 
tions to any part of it, my pages 
shall be at their service. I am 
quite satisfied, that they will have 
somebudy to answer soon. One 
million two hundred thousand 
pounds (I think that is the sum) 
have been given to them out of the 
taves, or out of the loans, within 
the last fourteen years or sixteen 
years, to assist poor parsons of 
this very rich Church! The Par- 
liament granted it ; and the Par- 
liament never will forget this sum, 
if it have to curtail the interest 
due to fundholders ! But, gnough. 
These hints will suffice for the 


present. 


Ws COBBETT. 
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ON THE 
DUTIES OF PARSONS, 
AND ON THE 
INSTITUTION AND OBJECT 
OF TITHES. 


“ Woe to the idle Shepherd that 
* Jeaveth the flack!” 
ZecHARIAH, Ch. XI. V.17. 


* Woe be to the Shepherds of Israel 
“that do feed themselves! Should 
** not the Shepherds feed the flocks ? 
“ Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you 
“* with the wool, ye kill them that are 
** fed: but ye feed not the flock. The 
“* diseased have ye not strengthened, 
* neither have ye healed that which 
** was sick, neither have ye bound up 
“ that which was broken, neither- have 
‘ye brought again that which was 
* driven away, neither have ye sought 
“¢ that which was lost; but with force 
*¢ and with cruelty have ye ruled them, 
“« And they were scattered, because 
*¢ there is no shepherd.” 

EZBKIEL, Ch, 34. V. 2—5. 


BLASPHEMY is the outcry 
of'the day. To blaspheme is to 
revile God. But, according to 
the modern interpretation of the 
word, blasphemy means the ez- 
pressing of a disbelief in the doc- 
trines of the Christian Religion. 
Now, does it not become us to 
consider a little how it can be 
that this disbelief, sometimes cal- 
led infidelity, can possibly exist 
in this country? It may be ob- 
served, here, by the way, that Jews 
are notorious infidels; that they 





profess to ridicule the Christian 
Religion and boastingly call its 
founder an impostor. Yet, we see 
that the Jews are not denominated 
blasphemers. The Jews are not 
prosecuted. The Jews are, as we 
well know, a most cherished sect; 
and are possessed of influence 
that can hardly be described. 

It is not my object, however, to 
defend, or to apologize for, the en- 
tertaining, and much less the pro- 
mulgating, of principles of in- 
fidelity; but, to inquire how it 
can have happened, that such a 
continual interference of the se- 
cular arm should have been ne- 
cessary to check the progress of 
this unbelief. We believe the 
Christian faith to be true; we 
believe it to have been the work 
of God himself; we believe, that 
by inspiration from Him came the 
Book of that faith. Now, truth, 
even without any such support; 
clear truth is a thing so strong in 
itself, that we always firmly rely 
on its prevailing in the end. How 
comes it, then, that a truth so im- 
portant as this, and supported by 
such authority, should stand .in 
need of the puny assistance of 
fine and imprisonment? ‘This 
would naturally surprise us, even 
if the Christian Religion were left 
unprovided with a priesthood es- 
tablished-by human laws; what, 
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then must our surprise be, when 
we reflect, that we have a priest- 
hood, appointed for the sole pur- 
pose of upholding this religion, 
and that that priesthood receive, 
generally speaking, a tenth part 
of all the produce of the earth; 
when we reflect, that the whole 
of our country is divided into 
small districts ; that each of these 
contain a living for a priest; that, 
in each of these districts the priest 
has a church to pray and preach 
in; and that his office gives him 
great direct power and greater in- 
fluence in secular as well as spi- 
ritual matters ! 
} Surely an establishment like 
this ought to be adequate to the 
supporting of truth; and of truth, 
too, that has the sanction of the 
word of God himself! Surely 
we ought to hear of no necessity 
for the interference of lawyers, 
juries, judges, and gaolers to up- 
hold a belief in this truth! Yet, 
we do hear of such interference ; 
and, indeed, we hear of little else ; 
for the cry of blasphemy resounds 
in the senate as well as in the 
courts; and, if we give credit to 
all we hear, we must believe, that 
blasphemers actually overspread 
the land. 

Let us, then, see, whether this 
inundation of infidelity may not 
possibly be ascribable to the want 


of a full performance of duties 
on the part of this same priest- 
hood. To assist us in this inquiry, 
let us first see what those duties 
are ; and this we shall best ascer- 
tain by going back into the his- 
tory of the remuneration provided 
for those duties; in other words, 
into the history of those tithes, 
which now amount to such an 
enormous sum. Inverting the 
order in which they here stand, 
these are the three topics which I 
mean to discuss in this discourse. 

I. I read ina Tract, called the 
“* Husbandman’s Manual,” pub- 
lished by the Parsons’ Booksellers, 
F.& C. Rivington, for the “ So- 
“ciety for promoting Christian 
“ Knowledge,” sold for two-pence, 
and said to be “ written by a Mi- 
“ nister in the Country for the use 
“* of his parishioners,” the follow- 
ing words, put into the mouth of the 
Husbandman when he is “ setting 


| forth his tithe;” and I have 


here to beg the reader to observe, 
that these words are put into the 
Husbandman’s mouth by his Par- 
son.—“ Now I am setting forth 
“ God’s portion; and, as it were, 
“ offering to Him the fruits of my 
“increase: and truly, it would be 
“an ungrateful thing in me to 
“deny Him a tenth part, from 
‘** whom I receive the whole. But 
“ why do I talk of denying it Him? 
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“Tt is in truth robbing Him, to 
‘“‘ withhold but the least part of 
‘‘ this, which the piety of our an- 
“‘ cestors hath dedicated to Him. 
“« Alas! it is what I never had a 
“right to: and when [ set forth 
“ the tithe, I give him that which 
‘“‘ never was mine. I never bought 
‘ it in any purchase, nor do I pay 
‘for it any rent. What then! 
‘“‘ Shall our ancestors engross the 
“ whole reward of this piety ! 
“No, I am resolved to partake 
“ with them ; for what they piously 
“ gave, I will religiously pay ; 
* and I in my heart so far approve 
‘of what they have done, that 
“were it left to myself, to set 
“apart what portion I myself 
“ should think fit, for the main- 
“tenance of God’s ministers, I 
“should take care that he, by 
‘* whom I receive spiritual things, 
‘‘ should want nothing 
“* temporal.” 

We will not, upon an occasion 
like this, give utterance to those 
thoughts which are naturally awak- 
ened by :the reading of such a 
passage, written, as the title 
asserts, to “‘ advance the Glory of 
God!” We will restrain our- 
selves, in this case, and suppress 
that indignation an expression of 
which this insult to our under- 
standings would fully warrant ; 
but, when blasphemy is the out- 


of my 





cry of the day, we may appeal to 
juries and judges, whether a 
greater, more impudent mock- 
ery of the name of God than this, 
was ever printed or uttered by 
mortal man! Not content with 
this, however, the impious man, 
whose writings the ‘ Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge” 
sends forth, proceeds thus, in a 
species of prayer that he also puts 
into the Husbandman’s mouth : 
‘“‘ Do thou therefore, O my God, 
“accept of this tribute which I 
‘“‘ owe Thee for all thy mercies. It 
** is, I confess, thine own, but do 
“thou accept of me in rendering 
“ thee thine own; for thou, who 
* searchest the hearts, knowest 
“that I do it cheerfully, freely, 
“ and willingly. And I beseech 
thee to keep me in the frame of 
“mind, that I may never covet 
“any man’s goods, much less that 
“ which is thine. Set a watch, O 
‘ Lord, over mine eyes and hands, 
“Jet them never be defiled with 
‘“‘rapine and sacrilege; that so 
“the dreadful curse which fol- 
‘“‘loweth the thief may never 
‘“‘ enter into my house to consume 
‘it. And further I pray thee, 
‘¢ that of thy mercy theu mayest so 
“bless the labour of my hands, 
“that I may have a large portion 
‘* yearly dedicated to thy service ; 
“and that in exchange for these 
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* things temporal, I may receivé 
“the things which are spiritual 
* and eternal.” 
Monstrous mockery! But, let 
us put a few questions to this 
‘* Minister in the Country.” We 
will not here ask him how the 
husbandman can be giving tithe in 
erchange for spiritual food, in 
those three cases, perhaps, out of 
five, where he seldom or never 
sees the face of the parson who 
receives the tithe ; we will not ask 
him that, in this place, because a 
fitter place may offer ; but, we will 
ask him on what authority he 
calls the tithe ‘‘ God’s portion ; ” 
in what part of his word God has 


commanded any portion at all of 


the produce of the earth to be 
given toa Christian Priest ? Does 
he appeal to the Mosaic Law ! 
Why, then, does he not keep 
the Sabbath and not the Lord’s 
Day! Why does he not kill the 
Paschal Lamb, and offer up burnt 
offerings? Why does he eat 
blood, bacon, and hares? And, 
particularly, why does he not con- 
tent himself with a tenth of the 
** increase,” and not take a tenth 
of the crop; and, further, why 
does he not divide his tithe with 
‘the poor, the widow and the 
stranger,” and not keep it all to 
himself? And, besides this, why 
does he not, as the Leyrres did, 





renounce, for himself and _ his 
children, all other worldly goods 
and possessions ? ‘ And the 
‘‘ Levite that is within thy gates ; 
“ thou shalt not forsake him; for 
“he has no part nor inheritance 
“with thee.’ Deut. Chap. xiv. 
ver. 27. 

It is clear, therefore, that he 
bas no foundation on the Mosaic 
Law ; and, as to our Saviour and 
his Apostles, not one word do they 
say to give countenance to such 
a claim; while, on the other 
hand, they say quite enough to 
satisfy any man, that they never 
intended, never so much as thought 
of, such a mode of maintaining a 
Christian teacher. In the first 
place our Lord delares the Law 
of Moses to be abrogated. He 
sets aside even the Sabbath. And, 
when the Pharisee in the parable, 
vaunted that he paid tithes of all 
that he possessed, the rebuke he 
received is quite sufficient to show 
the degree of merit that Christ 
allotted to that sort of piety ; and, 
indeed, this parable seems to have 
been used for the express purpose 
of exposing the cunning of the 
then Jewish priests and the folly 
of their dupes in relying on the 
efficacy of paying tithes. 

But, what do we want more 
than the stlence of our Saviour as 


to this point? If the tenth of the 
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“‘ increase” (for it was not the 
crop, or gross produce) was in- 
tended by him still to be given to 
the teachers of religion, would he, 
who was laying down the new law, 
have never said a single word 
on so important a matter! Nay, 
when he was taking leave of his 
Apostles and sending them forth 
to preach his word, so far is he 
from talking about tithes, that he 
bids them take neither purse nor 
scrip, but to sit down with those 
who were willing to receive them, 

and to eat what people had a mind 
to give them, adding, that “ the 
labourer was worthy of his hire.” 
That is to say, of food, drink and 
lodging, while he was labouring. 
And is it on this, the only word 
Jesus Christ ever says about com- 
pensation of any sort ; is iton this 
that Christian teachers found their 
claim to a tenth of the whole of 
the produce of acountry! If this 
be the way in which they interpret 
the Scriptures it is time indeed 
that we read and judge. for our- 
selves! Oh, no! 
did our Saviour say about /ithes ; 

not a word about rich Apostles,} 
but enough and enough about poor 

ones; not a word about worldly 
goods, except to say, that those 
who wished to possess.them could) 
not be his disciples : enough about, 
rendering to Cesgr the things, that 


Not a word 





were Caesar’s, but not aword about 
rendering to the Priests any thing 
at all. In short, from one end 
of the Gospel to the other, he 
preaches humility, lowliness, an 
absence of all desire to possess 
worldly riches, and he expressly 
enjoins his disciples “ freely to 
“give, as they had fregly re- 
** ceived,” 

And, as to the Apostles, what 
did they do! Did they not act 
according to the command of 
Christ? Did they not live in, 
common in all cases where that, 
Did they, not, 
disclaim all worldly possessions, 


was practicable 


In Cortruians, Chap. ix; Saipt. 
Paul lays down the rule of eqm-, 
pensation ; and what is it! » Why., 
that as the “ ox was Rot. ta ,be. 
muzzled when he -was, treading 
“‘ out the corn,” the teacher, was 
to have food, if, necessary, for his. 
teaching, for that God, had. aln 
“ dained that they which preach, 
“the Gospel: should live, ef the 
“ Gospel,” But, is here: a word, 
about., tithes? And s:,would, the. 
Apostle have omitted ,a, thing of 
so. much importaace? . Inangther 
part of this same chapter, heasksa 
‘Who, :goeth a warfare:at, any, 
* time ,a¢ Ais own . charges.2 

W. hich, Pearly shows, that. alk 


| Hat wag meant was catertainment, 


bn the way, ar anen, the preachey, 
| 
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was from home; and, when the 
preaching was on the spot where 
the preacher lived, it is clear, 
from the whole of the Acts of the 
Apostles and from the whole of 
the Epistles, that no such thing as 
compensation, in any shape or of 
any kind, was thought of. Saint 
Paul, in writing to the teachers in 
Thessalonia, says: ‘ Study to be 
** quiet and do your own business, 
“and to work with your own 
“‘ hands as we commanded you.” 
1 Tuess. Chap. iv. ver. 11. And 
again, in 2 Tuess. Chap. iii. ver. 8, 
he ‘bids the teachers remember, 
“Neither did we eat any man’s 
“bread ‘for nought; but wrought 
«With labour and travel, night 
“ and day, that we might noi be 
“ chargeable to any.” 

~ And yet'this “ Minister in the 
Country,” whose writingsthe “ So- 
” ciety for the propagation of 
Chr ristian “Kibiclelige ” puts 
forth, would‘ Have’ ns balleve, that 
“God ha’ set’ apart +4 téiith part 
of thé whote ‘of the' produce 6f the 
country f4¥ the'tise of this’ «'Mi- 
nidte?” arid His breabrén't “'PHit; 
for‘ thé present, ‘it’ is’sd’Set | apart 
by the Taw’, in Inglitia: “We 'Knidw 
very well? ‘hE that, is: quite alfo- 
ther tiatthe ; Wind, as’ ‘we Shaft see 
by-atid- by, "this 1law° Has’ ‘Boh | 
cRaiyedanttty fimed and fay, “6fT 
Schr "Bechdheld Aas?” 9 54 
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Thus, then, that tithes rest upon 
no scriptural authority is a clear 
case; and we have next to inquire 
into their origin and the intended 
use of them in this kingdom. 

This writer of Tracts for the 
** Christian Knowledge Society,” 
wishing to inspire his parishioners 
with filial piety and to turn it to 
that the 
* niety of our ancestors dedicated 
“ tithes to God ;” and then he ex- 
* shall our ancestors en- 


his own account, says, 


claims : 
“gross the whole reward of this 
* piety!” He omits to tell his 
parishioners, that these “ pious 
ancestors ” 
Catholics, against whose faith he 


of ours were Roman 


protests ; whose doctrines he calls 
idolatrous and damnable; and 
from whom he and his fellows, 
and their Protestant predecessors, 
took those very tithes which those 


” 


** pious” believers in idolatrous 
and “ damnable doctrines ” dedi- 
cated to God! He omits to tell 
his parishioners this; but, leaves 
them to believe, that this present 
church was in existence when 
tithes were first introduced in 
England ; for, it would have been 
awkward indeed to extol the piety 
of those from whom he and his 
fellow's Had taken the tithes away! 
But, it becomes us, who are about 
to’ ‘iq ‘whether the present 


Here Serform their duties, to 
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go back to this conduct of these) 
‘* pious ancestors ;” for, there, in 
the motives for instituting tithes, 
we shall find what those duties 
were expected to be; and, in fact, 
what those duties now are. 


We have seen that tithes rest 
on no scriptural authority; and 
we have now to see how they came 
to exist in England, into which 
Christianity was not introduced 
until 600 years after the birth of 
Christ. In the meanwhile it had 
made its way over the greater 
part of the continent of Europe, 
and the Pore of Rome, as the 
successor of St. Peter, had long 
been the head of the Church. In 
the year 600 the then Pope, whose 
name was Grecory, sent amonk, 
whose name was Austin, with 40 
others under him, from Rome to 
England, to convert the Eng'ish. 
They landed in Kent, and the king 
of Kent (there were sevgral king- 
doms in England then) received 
them well, became a convert, and 
built houses for them at Canter- 
bury. The monks went preach- 
ing about Kent, as our mission- 
aries do amongst the Indians. 
They lived in common, and on 
what people gave them. As the 
Christian religion extended itself 
over the country, other such as- 
semblages of riests as that at 





Canterbury were formed; but 
these being found insufficient, the 
lords of great landed estates built 
churches and parsonage - houses 
on them, and endowed them with 
lands and tithes after the mode in 
fashion on the Continent. The 
estate, or district, allotted to a 
church, now became a parish ; 
and, in time, dioceses arose, and 
the divison became, as to territory, 
pretty much what it is now. 
Here, then, we learn the motives 
of “ our pious ancestors” in ma- 
king these endowments of tithes. 
They wished to have a _ priest 
always at hand to teach the igno- 
rant, to baptize children, to visit 
the sick, to administer comfort, 
to be the peace-maker, the kind 
friend and the guide of his people. 
Nor were these tithes to be de- 
voured or squandered by the 
priests. They were divided thus: 
* Let the Priests receive the tithes 
“* of the people, and keep a written 
‘account of all that have paid 
“them; and divide them, in the 
‘* presence of such as fear God, 
“according to canonical autho- 
“rity. Let them set apart the 
“first share for the building and 
“ornaments of the church; and 
« distribute the second to the poor 
“and strangers with their own 
‘* hands, in mercy and- humility ; 
“and reserve the third part. for 
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*« themselves.” Exrric’s Canons, 
24th. 
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that the tithes never could be ap- 
‘plied according to the intention of 


These were the intentions of|the founders, if the priests had 


*‘ our pious ancestors;” and this 


brings us to the second topic, of 


my discourse ; namely, the Duties 
of the Parsons, 

If. The very motives for build- 
ing churches and endowing them 
with tithes prove, that the constant 
residence of the priest, or parson, 
in his parish was his first duty; 
for, what was the endowment for 
else! And, I state upon authority 
as good as any that history can 
present, that, for nearly five hun- 
dred years after the introduction 
of Christianity, no such custom 
prevailed in England as of hiring 
curates, or other deputies, to sup- 
ply the place of the parson who 
had the living. 
cestors”” were, therefore, sensible 


Our “ pious an- 


as well as pious; they required 
duties in return for what they set- 
tled on the parsons. 
sons were, besides, Jet it be re- 
membered, unmarried men ; and, 
if we are to impute (and which 


These par- 


in justice we ought) the institu- 
tion of tithes to the piety of our 
ancestors, we must also impute to 
their piety the establishing of a 
priesthood not permitted to marry ! 
We must impute this to their piety, 
and, indeed, to their wisdom also 
for, how obvious are the reasons 














‘wives and families to maintain ? 


Thus, then, if we be to appeal 
to our pious ancestors, and pious 
and praiseworthy we must allow 
them to have been; if the “ So- 
“ ciety for propagating Christian 
“ Knowledge” will insist upon 
referring us to these our ancestors 
as examples for us to follow as to 
this great matter of tithes, we have 
to remind it and the parsons of 
these eight things :—1. That the 
doctrines of the Catholic Church, 
which our pious ancestors endowed 
with the tithes, are, by our present 
parsons, declared to be idolatrous 
and damnable.—2. That our par- 
sons call the head of that Church 
Antichrist and the Whore of Ba- 
bylon.—3. That this same ‘ So- 
“ciety for the propagation of 
“ Christian Knowledge” adver- 
tise no less than fourteen separate 
works written by our bishops and 
archbishops ‘ against popery,’ 
that is to say against that very 
faith to support which our pious an- 
cestors instituted tithes.—4, That 
we may be allowed to wonder how 
it can have come to pass, that, 
as the errors of our pious ancestors 
were found, at the end of eleven 
hundred years, to be so damnable, 
he tithes which they granted were 
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not at all erroneous, but, as-this 
parson now tells us, were “ dedi- 
cated to God!”—5. That our 
pious ancestors gave only a third 
of the tithes to the parsons.— 
6. That they required the parson 
to expend a third on the building 
and ornaments of the church.— 
7. That they required him to dis- 
tribute the other third to the poor 
and the stranger with his own 
hands in mercy and humility.— 
And, 8. That they required him 
to be constantly resident and not 
to marry, and compelled him to 
take an oath of celibacy, in order 
that, divested of the cares and 
anxieties inseparable from a wife 
and family, he might wholly de- 
vote himself to the service of God, 
and be in very truth that which 
the Bible, from one end to the 
other, requires a priest to be, 
a faithful and diligent shepherd 
of the religious flock ; and, for be- 
ing which merely in name, such 
woes are pronounced against 
priests both by prophets and 
apostles. 

Of these eight things we have 
to remind the parsons, when they 


tell us to look at the conduct of 


our pious ancestors; and espe- 
cially when they tell us to follow 
the example of those ancestors 
with regard to tithes. These 
were the conditions on which the 





| 


tithes were given, and this might 
be truly said to be dedicating them 
to God. Accordingly we find, 
that, as long as the tithes were 
applied to these purposes, there 
were nO poor-rates; no vagrant 
act was required ; no church-rates 
were demanded of the people ; 
and yet all those magnificent 
cathedrals and those churches 
were built, the beauty and solidity 
of which are now the monuments 
of their-great, and of our little, 
minds. 

But, above all things, when our 
parsons bid us look at the piety 
of our ancesiors in this article of 
tithes, we ought to bear in mind, 
that the parson of our ancestors 
remained always with his flock ; 
that he was allowed to hire no sub- 
stitute: that he could have but 
one living ; and, indeed, that he 
could never change from one to 
another, but must remain for life 
with the church to which he was 
first appointed. The Canons of 
our pious ancestors said this: 
‘“‘ Let no priest remove for gain 
‘“« from one church to another, but 
“ ever continue in that, to which 
“he was ordained, so long as he 
** lives.” 

This was truly being a shep- 
herd ; and, as the parson could 
have no family of his own, his 
fleck had the whole of his cares, 











and, indeed, his share of the tithes 
was necessarily expended in his 
parish, Will the “ Society for 
“the propagation of Christian 
“ Knowledge” say that this is 
the case now? Will they say, 
that the parsons now constantly 
reside on their livings, and that 
their time and tithes are wholly 
spent amongst their parishioners ¢ 
If they cannot say this, let them 
and the parsons cease to remind 
us of our pious ancestors, lest we 
remind them of the conduct of the 
parsons of those ancestors. In- 
deed, it would be prudent in the 
present parsons never to remind 


us either of those ancestors or of 


their conduct as to matters of reli- 
gion ; because, it is impossible for 
us, if so reminded, not to make 
comparisons ; and, especially when 
we are bidden to look back to those 
ancestors for an example to follow 
in matters of this sort; it is im- 
possible for us not to perceive a 
most monstrous inconsistency in 
this eulogium on our ancestors, 
when compared with the asser- 
tions of our parsons as to the 
errors, the idolatry, the damna- 
bleness, of the doctrines, in which 
those ancestors, during a period 
of eleven hundred years, lived 
and died! We see our parsons, 
upon every occasion that offers, 
opposing even the smallest pro- 
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posed relaxation of the laws which 
so sorely oppress our Catholic 
fellow subjects; that is to say, 
those who have remained, through 
three hundred years of persecu- 
tions, steady in the faith of their 
and our pious ancestors. We see 
our parsons resisting with might 
and main every measure proposed 
for relieving the Catholics from 
any of the restraints that have 
been imposed upon them, or any 
of the pains and penalties to which 
they have been kept continually 
exposed. We see our parsons 
yielding readily enough to the free 
toleration of those who deny the 
divinity of Christ, who laugh at 
baptism and the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper; but, as to ‘those 
who adhere to the faith of our pious 
ancestors, to these our parsons 
will grant no indulgence. They are 
so watchful as to these, that when 
some Catholic ladies proposed to 
keep a school at Winchester, our 
parsons called for an act of par- 
liament, and obtained it, to pre- 
vent those ladies from taking Pro- 
testant children into their school, 
lest those children should be con- 
verted to that very faith which 
was held by our pious ancestors, 
who founded the churches in which 
our parsons preach, and who en- 
dowed those churches with the 
tithes that our parsons now re- 
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ceive; and, observe, for which 
endowment our parsons extol them 
to the heavens, call them pious, 
call them wise, while, at the very 
same moment, they assert, that the 
bare fact of a man’s holding firm 
to the faith of those pious and wise 
ancestors ought to be considered 
as a disqualification for places of 
trust or for the making of laws! 
Aye, and while they assert this of 
the faith of our pious ancestors, 
they tell us, through the medium 
of their “ Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge,” that those 
who gave the tithes to uphold 
that faith, “ dedicated them to 
God !” 

The human heart is capable of 
strong feelings, the human tongue 
of strong expressions; but, did 
heart ever feel, did tongue ever 
utter, indignation adequate to this 
monstrous inconsistency ! 

But, is it not worth our while, 
even if it were only for the cu- 
riosity of the thing, to inquire how 
the tithes, dedicated to a faith 
which our parsons hold in ad/:or- 
rence, came to be possessed by our 
parsons ? Is it not worth our 
while to inquire, how it came to 
pass, that, when our parsons found 
the faith of our ancestors so er- 
roneous as to be called idolatrous 
and damnable ; when they found 
the faith so bad as to require 





rooting out even by most cruel 
penal laws ; how it came to pass, 
that, when they found the faith so 
utterly abominable ; how it came 
to pass, that when they were pul- 
ling down images, confessionals 
and altars, and were sweeping 
away all the other memorials of 
the faith of our pious ancestors, 
they should have suffered the 
parsonage-houses, the glebes, the 
tithes and even Easter Offerings 
to remain, nay, and have taken 
these to themselves, and to be en- 
joyed, too, not in third part, but 
in whole ? 

This is a very, interesting mat- 
ter, and an inquiry into it will 
naturally lead me, by-and-by, to 
my third and concluding topic, 
namely, whether the present par- 
sons perform the duties which 
were in the contemplation of those 
who endowed the Church with 
tithes, and whether the alleged 
infidelity of the day, may not 
possibly be ascribable to the 
want of a performance of those 
duties. 

The tithes were, as we have 
seen, given to, and enjoyed, or, 
rather, administered by, the Ca- 
tholic parsons for about eleven out 
of the fourteen hundred years of 
their existence in England. For 
the first five out of the eleven, no 
such thing as non -residence, or 








stipendiary curating, was known. 
After the Normans invaded Eng- 
land these things began; and, 
in time, by one means or another, 
by kings, nobles and monasteries, 
the parishes were greatly robbed 
of their tithes, and miserable 
vicars and curates were placed 
in the Churches in numerous 
cases. At last that event which 
_ is called the Reformation took 
place ; and, the struggle ended in 
the overthrow of the Catholic 
and the establishment of the Pro- 
testant Church, that is to say, a 
Church which protests against the 
Catholic faith, to wphold which 
the tithes had been instituted. 
The new parsons, though they 
protested against the faith of the 
Catholic parsons, did by no means 
protest against the tithes which 
had been granted to uphold it. 
They professed to keep all that 
was good, and to cast off all that 
was bad, of the old Church. 
What was good and what bad, 
we laymen may, perhaps, not be 
competent judges of; but we 
know that they kept very carefully 
all the parsonage-houses, all the 
glebes, all the tithes, all the Eas- 
ter Offerings, all the surplice fees ; 
and that they cast off constant re- 
sidence, division of tithes into 
thirds, keeping the churches in 
repair, living unmarried, and re- 
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lieving the poor and the stranger 
with their dwn hands in mercy 
and humility. Such, indeed, was 
their keeping and such their cast- 
ing off, that the Catholics said, 
that protestant parson meant a 
person who protested against any 
body having the Church property 
but himself! 

Our “ pious ancestors” com- 
plained most bitterly of, and se- 
veral times rose in arms against, 
this ‘“‘ Reformation,” which, dur- 
ing its progress, cost many thou- 
sands of them their lives in the 
field and on the gallows and the 
scaffold, amongst the latter of 
whom were Fisuxr, bishop of Ro- 
chester, and Sir Tuomas Moore, 
Lord High Chancellor, who were 
regarded as two of the most 
learned as well as most virtuous 
men of their age. Hewever, the 
rulers prevailed at last, and, by 
Actof Parliament after Act of Par- 
liament, the Protestant Church, 
‘as by law established,” became 
what it now is, allowimg the par- 
sons to marry, giving them the 
whole of the tithes, leaving the 
Churches to be repaired and the 
poor to be relieved at the expense 
of the parishioners, and, as to the 
* strangers,” whom our “ pious 
ancestors ” ordered the parson to 
relieve “ with his own hands in 
mercy and humility,’ they, as we 
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well know, are now left to be 
dealt with by constables and 
beadies and keepers of bridewells. 

No higher than this, therefore, 
can the present parsons ‘go for 
any of their claims. They can 
go no higher than the reign of 
Harry the Eighth, who cast off 
some of his wives and killed others 
of them. The Acts of Parlia- 
ment passed in his reign give them 
their rights ; and hence it is, that 
they take care to call theirs ‘“ the 
“ Church of England as by law 
“ established.” This is right 
enough. We know well, that they 
have law; that they have Acts 
of Parliament, for possessing 
what was originally given to a 
Church against which they pro- 
test; and we know also, that it 
would be no ‘ sacrilege” if the 
Parliament were to take away that 
which it had the power to trans- 
fer ; nay, we know, that the Par- 
liament can, and do, take away 
part of what is called the Church 
Property whenever it, in its wis- 
dom, deems it meet to do so; and 
we know, that it, not long ago, 
did take away part of it for ever 
by a law for what was called the 
redemption of the land-tax. Of 
course, that sacrilege, which the 
** Society for promoting Christian 
“ Knowledge ” talks of is no sa- 
crilege at all; and the Parlia- 


ment can dispose of this property 
how it pleases and when it pleases ; 
and can, if it please, apply the 
whole to public uses, such as 
those of paying off the Debt, sup- 
porting the crown, carrying on 
war, or any thing else. 

In the mean while, however, 
and until it shall please the par- 
liament to do, in its wisdom and 
in accordance with the prayers of 
the people, something of this sort, 
we allow, we must, in the most un- 
qualified sense, allow, that the 
parsons have law for what they 
claim. But, in allowing this, we, 
in the same unqualified manner, 
deny that they have any claim at 
all except that which is founded 
on the acts of the parliament. We 
deny, that they have any claim, 
founded on the Mosaic law, or on 
the Gospel, or on the Epistles, or 
on the motives, imtentions, or usa- 
ges of our pious ancestors, who 
endowed the Church with tithes 
and other things ; and, therefore, 
it only remains for us to inquire 
what duties were imposed on the 
present parsons by the laws which 
transferred the tithes to them; and 
then we shall see, something of 
how those duties have been per- 
formed, and shall be, im conclu- 
sion, the better able to form a judg- 


‘ment as to the great object of this 


discourse; namely, whether the 
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present alleged inundation of 
infidelity may not possibly be as- 
cribable.to the want of a full per- 
formance of those duties, 
, We have seen, that the new 
laws dispensed with the important 
duty of remaining unmarried ; that 
they did not require the parson to 
keep the church in repair and to 
divide his income with the poor 
and the stranger; but, though the 
new laws allowed of pluralities 
and non-residence to a very great 
extent, still they did enjoin resi- 
dence, except in certain cases 
expressly “‘ by law established ;” 
and, they provided, that, if a par- 
son should be absent from his liv- 
ing for a certain length of time, he 
should be liable, on information 
being laid against him, to pay a 
penalty of so much a month for 
the time of his absence. This 
was, to a certain extent, an obli- 
gation to reside at any rate. If 
a man had one living, he was to 
reside upon it; and if more than 
one, he was to reside upon one of 
them. No very great hardship, 
one would think, for the “ shep- 
herd” to be where the “ flock” 
was, We will say nothing at all 
here about the manner of taking 
care of the flock ; but, we may, I 
think, insist, that the flock could 
not have much benefit from the 
shepherd, if the shepherd did not, 








for a long time together, go near 
the place where the flock was! 
That, I think, we may venture to 
assert. 

Well, then, let us now see how 
the law, even the new and relaxed 
law, was, as to this matter, ob- 
served by the parsons of our Pro- 
testant Church; and, this brings 
us to my third and concluding 
topic. 

III. Whether the present inun- 
dation of infidelity may not pos- 
sibly be ascribable to the want of 
a full performance of duties on the 
part of the parsons. Now, on 
the ground just stated, I shall 
suppose it taken for granted, that, 
if the parson do not live where 
the flock lives, he can be of no 
use to it, either in inculcating the 
faith, or in checking the progress 
of infidelity; and, besides this, 
when the flock see him set his 
duties, his obligations, his solemn 
engagements, and the commands 
and denunciations of God; when 
the flock sees the pastor set all 
these at open defiance, is there 
not good reason to fear, that the 
flock will begin to go astray, to 
wander from the faith, to doubt 
greatly of the truth of the thing 
altogether; in short, to become 
unbelievers, or infidels; and in 
the fashionable language of the 
day, blasphemers? 
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The Prophet Zechariah, in the 
words of a part of my text, has, 
manifestly, such a result in his 
eye when he cries, “‘ Woe on the 
shepherd that leaveth his flock.” 
And the Prophet Ezekiel, in the 
other parts of my text, clearly 
means to impress the same thing 
on the minds of the priests. What, 
indeed, can be more just, than that 
woe should fall upon those, who 
“eat the fat and clothe them- 
“ selves with the wool,” but who 
feed not the flock ! Who strengthen 
not the diseased, who heal not the 
sick, who bring back not those 
that have been driven away, who 
seek not the lost, but who “ rule 
“the flock with force and with 
“ cruelty?” Must not the flock be 
scattered, in such a case? Must 
they not wander? And, as to the 
shepherds, ‘ Thus saith the Lord 
* God; behold, I am against the 
“‘ shepherds; and I will require 
“my flock at their hand, and 
“‘ cause them to cease feeding the 
*“ flock ; neither shall the shep- 
“ herds feed themselves any more: 
** for I will deliver my flock from 
“ their mouth, that they may not 
“ be meat for them.” 

Nor are Christ and his Apostles 
silent upon this great subject. 
Paul, in writing to Trmorny says: 
“Preach the word; be instant in 
“ season, out of season; reprove, 





“ rebuke, exhort with all longsuf- 
“ fering and doctrine.” The Apos- 
tle tells the teachers to teach 
publicly “ from house to house ; 
“‘ to show themselves in all things 
“* patterns of good works; to be 
“‘ examples in word, in conversa- 
“ tion, in charity, in faith, in pu- 
“rity; to warn every man, to 
“teach every man in wisdom, 
“ that they may present every 
“man perfect in Jesus Christ.” 
The teachers of the Gospel are 
called Ambassadors, Stewards, 
Shepherds, Watchmen, Guides, 
Lights, Examples. But, how 
are they to be any of these, if 
they seldom or never see any of 
those, whom they have pledged 
themselves to teach ? 

Jesus Christ says, “‘ Go ye into 
“all the world and preach the 
‘* Gospel unto every creature; and, 
“lo! I am with you always, even 
‘* unto the end of the world.” And 
the Apostle Paul, amongst his 
numerous urgent and solemn ex- 
hortations says, in Acrs, Ch. 20. 
v. 27. “ I take you to record this 
‘“‘day, that I am pure from the 
‘“ blood of all men; for I have 
‘“‘ shunned not to declare unto you 
“the counsel of God. Take 
“ heed, theretore, unto yourselves, 
“and toall the flock over which 
“ the Holy Ghost hath made you 
“ overseers, to feed the Church 
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** of God, which he hath purchased 
‘“‘ with his own blood.” And he 
exhorts, too, that the teachers 
should do their duty for religion 
sake, and not for the sake of gain. 
A Bishop is not to be “ greedy 
of filthy lucre, nor covetous.”’— 
Tim. Ch. 3. V.3. And the same 
in Trrus, Ch. 1.V.7. And Perer, 
in Epist. L. Ch. 5. V. 2. has this 
exhortation, which ought to be 
written on the heart of every Chris- 
tian teacher. ‘Feed the flock of 
** God which is among you, tak- 
** ing the oversight thereof, not by 
** constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
“mind, Neither as being lords 
“over God's heritage, but being 
“examples to the flock. And, 
** when the chief Shepherd shall 
‘* appear, ye shall receive a crown 
** of glory that fadeth not away.” 
What, then! Can, we, with all 
this before us, believe, that a 
parson does his duty, if he do not 
even reside in the same place with 
his flock? And, when we see a 
man taking the income of two or 
three livings, and seldom, or never 
go near either of them, are we 
still to look upon. him as a follower 
of the Apostles, and intitled to 
the respect and ‘reverence that is 
due to their memories and names! 
I will say nota single word about 
the morals of our parsons; about 





the way in which the greater part 
of them spend their time; about 
the worldly affairs in which they 
are most frequently busied; about 
the part which many of them take 
in political matters, and especially 
in elections: I confine myself, 
solely to my text; and I say, that 
he who takes charge of a flock, 
and does not remain with that 
flock, subjects himself to the woes 
there denounced against the un- 
faithful shepherd. 

But, there is, besides the injune- 
tions of Scripture, a positive pro- 
mise, which the parsons make to 
God, at the time of their ordina- 
tion. ‘“ They profess, that they 
“ are inwardly moved by the Holy 
“Ghost to take upon them this 
‘* office and administration, toserve 
“God for the promoting of his 
“glory and the edifying of his 
‘“* people. They declare also at 
“their ordination that they are 
‘determined with the scriptures 
“* to instruct the people that shall 
** be committed to their charge; 
“they promise that they will give 
“their faithful diligence always 
“* so to minister the doctrine and 
“ sacraments and the discipline of 
‘“ Christ, as the Lord hath com- 
‘* manded, and as this realm hath 
‘ received the same according to 
“ the commandment of God ; that 
“they will teach the people com- 
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“* mitted to their cure and charge 
“ with all diligence to keep and 
“* observe the same, that they will 
** be ready with all faithful dili- 
** gence to banish and drive away 
‘* all erroneous and strange doc- 
“* trines contrary to God’s word; 
“and to use public and private 
** admonitions and exhortations, 
“as well to the sick as to the 
“ whole, within their cures, as 
“need shall require and occasion 
“ be given; that they will be dili- 
** gent in prayers and inthe reading 
‘of the Holy Scriptures, and in 
“* such studies as help to the know- 
“ ledge of the same, laying aside 
“* the study of the world and the 
“ flesh ; that they will be diligent 
‘* to frame and fashion themselves 
“and their families according to 
“* the doctrine of Christ, that they 
‘“‘ may be wholesome examples and 
“* spectacles to the flock of Christ ; 
“ and that they will maintain and 
“set forwards quietness, peace 
“and love among all Christians, 
“ but specially among them that 
“ are or shall be committed to their 
‘“‘ charge.” And they most so- 
lemnly ratify and confirm these 
declarations and promise by re- 
ceiving the holy communion. 

Now, how are they to do these 
things, or, indeed, any part of 
these things, unless they be at the 
places where they have 80 s0- 





lemnly promised to do them? 
How are they to promote God’s 
glory and edify his people ; how 
are they to instruct the people 
committed to their charge; how 
are they to explain the word to 
the people of their cure ; how are 
they to be ready with faithful 
diligence to banish and drive away 
all erroneous and strange doctrine 
contrary to God’s word, and es- 
pecially. from amongst them that 
are committed to their charge : 
how are they to fulfil any of these 
solemn promises, if they absent 
themselves from the very spot 
where the people committed to 
their charge reside? And, if, 
having already one living, they 
grasp at another or two, how do 
they obey the injunction of the 
Apostle, to avoid filthy lucre ; how 
do they obey Christ, who bids 
them freely give; how do they 
fulfil their own promise, made at 
the altar and with such awful so- 
lemnity, to lay aside the study of 
the world; and how do they show 
themselves followers of the Apos- 
tle, who bids them ‘“ be subject 
“one to another and be clothed 
with humility, seeing that God 
“resisteth the proud and giveth 
“ grace to the humble ! ” 

That this possessing of two, or 
more, benefices. by one parson is 
common in England and {reland 
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is notorious ; though the full ex- 
tent of it we are unable, without 
great labour, exactly to ascertain. 
And, as to non-residence, as to 
absence from the flocks, what do 
we need more than this ; that, in 
1799, a gentleman laid informa- 
tions, according to law, against 
great numbers of parsons for ab- 
sence from their flocks, and, of 
course, sued for the penalties in 
which he was to share. Now, 
would not ome naturally suppose, 
that the clergy in general would 
have been glad of this? The fact, 
however, is, that they obtained a 
law to be passed first to suspend, 
then to quash, these legal proceed- 
ings; and, finally, an act was 
passed, which set aside, as to its 
most important provisions, that very 
act of Henry the Eighth, by which, 
in great measure, this Establish- 
ment was founded! Since that act, 
who is there that has thought it 
worth his while to say anything 
at all upon the subject? And 
yet this “ Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge” would have 
us look upon tithes, in their pre- 
sent shape, amount, and applica- 
tion, to have been, “‘ by our pious 
ancestors, dedicated to God!” 

In Ireland the case is, if possi- 
ble, still worse, and it is in that 
country the cause of still greater 
scandal as well as irritation, be- 





cause there the great body of the 
people have, in spite of all that 
has been done to make them 
change, still adhered to the faith 
and worship of their and our 
** pious ancestors,” who, in dedica- 
ting tithes to the Catholic Church, 
did, as the Society tells us, ‘“* dedi- 
cate them to God.” In that now 
unhappy country, the tithes are 
gathered, in numerous cases, for 
the benefit of a clergy that are 
not only non-resident, but that 
protest against the faith and wor- 
ship of a very great part of those 
from whom the tithes are taken! 
Was this the intention of “ our 
pious ancestors?” Was it the 
intention even of the acts of Henry 
the Eighth? 

Te conclude (for, surely, more 
than enough has been said,) as we 
see that the parsons so solemnly 
promise, at their ordination, to 
“be ready with faithful diligence 
“{o banish and drive away all 
“* erroneous and strange doctrine,” 
and as it is a fact so notorious, 
that a very great part of them do 
not reside at all either amongst, 
or near, the people committed to 
their charge, is it not a rational 
and fair conclusion, that, if the 
land be inundated by infidelity, 
this sorrowful effect may possibly 
be ascribable to a want of full 
performance of the duties of the 
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parsons? To deny this; to say, 
at any rate, that this cannot be, 
would be to deny the utility of the 
priesthood altogether. Besides 
(and this is the great point of all,) 
if the flock, who have also the 
Scriptures before them; if they 
see, that the parson acts as if he 
wholly disregarded the commands 
and denunciations therein con- 
tained ; if they see, that he is so 
far from watching over the fold, 
that he never sees it ; if they know 
that he feeds not the flock, while 
he eats the fat and clothes himself 
with the wool; if they see filthy 
Jucre in all his acts ; if they see, 
that he heals not the sick, binds 
not the broken, brings not back 
the driven away, seeks not the 
lost, but rules the whole with force 
and cruelty, setting himself up as 
a lord over them, instead of being 
an example to the flock in humi- 
lity ; if they see in him the shep- 
herd described by the Prophet 
Zecuarian, (Chap. xi. ver. 17.) 
will they not, with the Prophet, ex- 
claim : “ Woe to the idle shepherd 
that leaveth the flock!” And, if 
they see him, laying by the word 
and resorting to the employment 
of temporal power, will they not 
proceed, in the words of the pro- 
phet, to complete the picture: 
“the sword shall be upon his 
“yight arm and upon his right 





“eye, and his arm shall be clean 
“ dried up, and his right eye shall 
“ be darkened !” 

A great judge of the workings 
of the human heart says to the 
poet: ‘ to make me weep, you 
must weep yourself.” And, assur- 
edly, to make men believe, you 
must act as if you yourself believed. 
This is the great and constant sub- 


ject of the many and impressive 


injunctions of the Apostles to the 
disciples and elders. It was sug- 
gested by a knowledge of the uni- 
versal practice, habits and feelings 
of mankind, which tell us, that, 
when we have duties to inculcate, 
a single example is worth a thou- 
sand precepts. To make men be- 
lieve that the tempting bowl is 
poisoned, you must, at the least, 
abstain from drinking of it your- 
self Belief is an act of the mind, 
to be produced by persuasion, and 
not by force; by leading and not 
by driving. If those, who teach, 
lead the way, prove their faith by 
their works, make religion capti- 
vating by their example, be faith- 
ful shepherds, feed the flock, then 
will there be no need of lawyers, 


juries and judges ; but, if they do, 


and be, none of these ; if they feed 
not the flock, but eat the fat and 
clothe themselves with the wool ; 
if they set at nought and bring 
scandal upon all the precepts and 








all the examples of those of whom 
they profess to be the followers, 
if, in a word, they prove by their 
lives, that they themselves do not 
believe that which they would pu- 
nish others for not believing, law- 
yers will plead, juries convict, and 
judges condemn, in vain. 





Address of the Protestant Inha- 
bitants of Castleblayney and 
Parish of Muckno, to Lord 
Blayney, on the subject of the 
Non-Residence of their Clergy- 
man, with his Answer, and other 
Documents relating thereto. 


——- 


PREFACE. 


Tue situation of Ireland may be 
a matter of indifference to the 
people of England; but when they 
reflect that so large a proportion of 
property is sacriliced to individual 
emolument, and those individuals 
have not performed their duty to 
their sovereign or their country, it 
is our duty to inguire. 

We seldom hear of attention 
being paid to the grievances of the 
people of Ireland, and they are 

-known to us, only. when despair 
has caused rebellionand resistance. 

There is no intermediate link 
between the upper and the lower 
classes; the aristocracy are in ge- 
neral dependent on Government; 
they have lost all confidence with 
the people, and ingratiate them- 
selves by wmisrepresentation.— 


Hence may be traced the cause of 
discontent. 
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Inquiry shonld be made and 
means devised to pay the clergy, 
as tithes are a sad grievance ina 
cuuntry so circumstanced, and 
bishop’s lands are an obstacle to 
improvement. 





To the Right Honourable Lieutenant 
- General Lord Blayney. 


My Lorp,—We, the inhabitants 
of Castleblayney, and of the parish 
of Muckno, beg leave to represent 
to your Lordship the extreme uan- 
pleasant situation in which we are 
placed, from want of a resident 
Rector, suited to administer relief 
or comfort to our families, or to 
those who are afflicted with sick- 
ness or bodily infirmity. 

We have long since petitioned 
the late Bishop relative to the ex- 
treme hardship, injustice, and im- 
propriety of the Rector not residing 
on his parish or among his parish- 
ioners. Our complaints (however 
just) have not in any respect been 
attended to—this Parish has every 
thing to complain of, neglect, in- 
difference, and non-attendance to 
their infirmities, or wants, by those 
who are so liberally endowed and 
provided for, to perform the solemn 
duties which they have most shame- 
fully neglected. We do therefore 
pray, that your Lordship may adopt 
such measures, as to you may ap- 
pear advisable, to have our griev- 
ances redressed.—For selves and 
Parishioners, 


Signed E, Hunter, W. TwIni.t, 
Churchwardens. 


To which Lord Blayney returned the 


following answer. 


GENTLEMEN,—I HAVE received 
the memorial you were pleased to 
address to me, complaining of Non- 
Residence on the part ef the Rec- 
tor, and the consequent neglected 
state of your parish. I deeply 
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participate in the feelings which 
so serious a deprivation must cause 
the respectable and devout parish- 
ioners, but I am afraid I can only 
share in their pain without allevi- 
ating it. 

It is asad misfortune, and I may 
say it is peculiar to Ireland, that 
whoever attempts to remonstrate 
or complain of any thing publicly 
injurious, is sure to be opposed by 
the jealousy of some and the dis- 
trust of others, while oh the other 
hand public spirit has not as yet 
gained suflicient authority to sus- 
tain itself agaiust interested com- 
bination. 


You may recollect that I already 
presented a memorial from you, 
most numerously and respectably 
signed, upon the subject of your 
complaint, accompanied by my 
letter to his Grace the Primate, 
which was barren of any good, 
though your sentiments were ex- 
pressed with becoming respect and 
deference. His Grace had not (it 
would seem) sufficient contro! over 
the late Bishop in his see; and he 
was pleased (with great politeness) 
to observe, that nothing could be 
effected to redress the complaints 
of this Parish, for three years from 
the time the complaint was ten- 
dered, or until the triennial visita- 
tion. 

That triennial visitation has 
since taken place, and your griev- 
ances have neither been redressed 
nor (for ought I can discover) at- 
tended to. 

This is deeply to be lamented, 
for I can hardiy conceive a public 
circumstance more painfully in- 
teresting than to see this important 
Parish, containing upwards of one 
thousand parishioners of the Pro- 
testant worship, paying a large 
annual income to a Rector, from 
whom they receive no spititual 
comfort in religion, no paternal 
admonition or counsels in the difli- 
culties of life, and who is not even 
personally known to those who 





contribute so abundantly to his 
emolument. 


It has always struck me, that 
any apology for the non-residence 
of a Rector, founded on the want 
of a specilic place of abode in the 
parish, is quite futile. If there is 
no glebe or house appropriated for 
him, there should be one provided 
immediately ; such a want should 
not remain unsupplied, when we 
see such liberal funds are provided 
for the building of glebe-houses, 
and you must be aware, that in the 
parish of Muckno, or Castleblay- 
ney, a remedy may be obtained 
with facility: such an attempt at 
apology is absurd, especially when 
we may perceive in the neighbour- 
ing parishes often good glebe- 
houses, when the rectors them- 
selves are wanting. I have often 
reiterated these sentiments (I am 
sorry to say) with little advantage 
to the parishioners. 


It may be said that I should 
have pressed your suit earnestly 
to the Bishop, such flagrant abuses 
may interest the attention of an 
amiable man, whose character and 
acquirements do honour to his holy 
ofiice, but I am discouraged by the 
useless mediations which I have 
repeatedly made, and I hesitate to 
involve him suddenly in the ar- 
duous task of reforming those 
abuses in the diocese, which had 
been inveterate long before his 
appointment to the sec. Several 
designs formed upon principles of | 
public utility, are intercepted in 
consequence of the state of the 
parish as to spiritual instruction. 
Much disgust prevails throughout. 
Proselytism is making alarming 
strides, and emigration is removing 
continually wealthy and respect- 
able Protestants who cannot con- 
tinue in danger of losing a proper 
inclination for the rites of the 
Church, by the cold imperfect 
manner in which they are exer- 
cised, and who have resolved to 
find some other region where the 
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comforts of religion are more 
zealously and effectively adminis- 
tered. 

It was my intention to have 
erected a school-house, and to 
have laid the foundation of other 
objects for public advantage to the 
best of my humble power, but the 
general disgust discourages de- 
signs which, to flourish, require 
the aid of public content and zeal. 
I have not subscribed to the Bible 
Society and other excellent insti- 
utions, because the deprivation of 
a resident rector, leaves us in want 
of the most competent person to 
superintend (in all respects) the 
wholesome dissemination of the 
gospel truths. It does indeed give 
mie sincere concern to see a town 
and parish, the inhabitants of 
which are wealthy, conspicuous 
for moral conduct, industry, and 
Jaudable feeling—discarded (I may 
say) from the spiritual administra- 
tion of what the Church intitles 
them to expect, to see the young 
generations deprived of those ad- 
vantages, which a faithful and 
zealous minister of the Gospel is 
so competent to ensure for them, 
and to see them in want of the 
niost essential of all guardianships. 

For the cold indifference with 
which your supplications and re- 
monstranees “ave hitherto been 
received, I have no comfort to ad- 
minister. Your merit may attract 
the attention of the state, and re- 
lieve your spiritual wants. I can- 
not personally afford you any 
benefit, as an individual, and pos- 
sessing a considerable fortune in 
the county, it was my hope (on the 
return of peace) I should be able 
to reside among you, and to pay 
back to the county by residence, 
what I drew from its soil and in- 
dustry. But this; though in a 
country drained by excessive ab- 
senteeship, it seems is not a merit. 

I candidly confess, that I am not 
surprised to see so many landed 
proprietorswithdrawing themselves 
from a country, in all respects so 


circumstanced; for be assured, 
that nothing can be more revolting 
to an independent spirit, than the 
system universally complained of, 
which appears to have no other 
object, than to banish the gentle- 
men of property from their estates, 
and to deprive their tenantry of 
the advantages of their residence. 
I shou!d extend my reply too far 
was I[ to give way to my feelings 
and opinions, but I stop at the un- 
comfortable resource which alone 
remains, namely, an appeal to 
justice, and to public opinion, and 
whatever be the event, whether 
you succeed in having the Rector 
of the parish resident among you, 
and obtain the consequent benefits 
of his ministry, or whether we fail 
in the attempt, and continue to 
see proselytism uncontrolled, and 
sweeping away hundreds of the 
established Church from its com- 
munion, disgust spreading, and 
emigration increasing, we shall at 
least have the consolation, that we 
have left nothing untried on our 
part to avert, if possible, such 
dismal and ruinous prospects. 


I have the honour to remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and sincere 
humble Servant, 
BLAYNEY. 





Copy of a Memorial from the In- 
habitants of Castleblayney, and 
Parish of Muckno, in_ the 
County of Monaghan. 


To the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop 
of Clogher. 


We, the Inhabitants of Castle- 
blayney, in the parish of Muckno, 
and county of Monaghan, profess- 
ing the Protestant Religion, and 
members of the Established Church, 
beg leave to represent, with all re- 
spect and reverence to your Lord- 
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ship, that we did confidently hope, \ 
that our numbers and credit would 
have given us such a title to your 
Lordship’s attention and concern, 
as to have procured for us, in the 
successor to the late Reverend 
Mr. Lendrum, all the advantages 
resulting from a resident Rector, 
whose guidance and instruction, 
in so many essential instances, 
must contribute to the edification 
and improvement of the Protestant 
parishioners. 

We humbly conceive the peri- 
odical duties within the walls of 
the parish Church, constitute but 
a part of the duty which devolves 
upon a minister of the gospel, and 
we therefore hoped that your Lord- 
ship, in the exereise of your dis- 
cretion, would have preferred to 
the care of this parish, a persou 
qualilied by residence, as much as 
by clerical abilities, to discharge 
all the duties of it. 

We also humbly conceive, that 
a mere curate, uncertain in his stay 
amongst us, is less likely to trouble 
himself about our spiritual con- 
cerns, than a permanent resident 
Rector; and we conceive it to be 
a disadvantage of a serious kind, 
to have a succession of new in- 
structors from time to time, under- 
taking the solemn duties of a Pas- 
tor, as worldly speculation or in- 
terest may lead to new vacancies 
among the officiating clergymen. 

We humbly beg leave to state, 
that considerable expense has 
lately been endured, to erect in 
our parish, a suitable temple of 
prayer, and that we see no reason, 
after having shewn a sound and 
honest zeal in behalf of our reli- 
gion and of the credit and welfare 
of the Church, why we should be 
consigned to delegated instruction, 
while the dissenters of every sect, 
and those who profess the Roman 
Catholic religion, who are our fel- 
jow parishioners, have their spi- 
ritual instruction provided for them 
by resident Pastors of .proper.gra- 
vity, weight, and respectability. 

We beg farther to state dis- 





tinctly, that we make this our 
humble remonstrance to your Lord- 
ship, as Bishop of the diocese, 
against the appointment of any 
non-resident Rector, and to assure 
you, that it is our quiet and calm 
resolution, never to submit to have 
our spiritual interests sacrificed to 
any temporal arrangements, the 
simple end and purpose of which 
is to give an individual a con- 
siderable income at our expense, 
without our receiving from him that 
return in complete spiritual in- 
struction, to which we are indu- 
bitably entitled as a right. 

We humbly suggest, that there 
can be no solid objection opposed 
to the subject of our remonstrance 
upon the ground of there being no 
glebe, as glebe ground has long 
since been appropriated for that ° 
purpose, under the impression that 
your Lordship would have carried 
into effect the plan long since pro- 
posed and much required, namely, 
that of equalising the two adjoining 
parishes, which are both precisely 
in the same predicament, in not 
having a resident Rector, although 
excellent glebe houses-are in both 
parishes. 

Under these reasons we humbly 
entreat your Lordship to see us 
redressed, by appointing to the 
duties of this parish, a resident 
Clergyman, and not compel us to 
resort to the only remedy, which 
without tumult or litigation we 
can adopt, that of abstaining from 
all attendance at the parish Church 
either by ourselves or our families, 
so long as a non-resident Rector 
continues to be the incumbent of 
the parish. January 22d, 1818. 





An answer to a Letter from his 
Grace, the Primate, to Major 
General Lord Blayney. 

Castleblayney, March 15, 1819. 
My Lorp,—I have duly received 
your Grace’s letter, by which it 
appears certain, that there is no 
controlling power over the Bishop, 
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nothing whereby the injuries which 
the Church and religion may suffer 
from non-residence of Rectors, 
may be averted or redressed. 

I am sineerely grieved at this 
information, for I despair of seeing 
the Bishop afford that redress 
spontaneously, to which (with all 
due respect for himself, and the 
great duties committed to his 
charge) I humbly ‘conceive the 
Parishioners of this parish, be- 
longing to the established religion 
have a right. I confess it gives 
me considerable pain to see so 
numerous a body of Protestants, 
of this description, deprived of the 
example and admonition of a resi- 
dent Clergyman, especially when 
so much zeal is employed, so much 
argument and so much address, to 
betray into dissent from the Esta- 
blished Church Lithurgy, the mem- 
‘bers of that communion, and to 
see them discharged with calm in- 
difference, from the anxious vigi- 
lence of their diocesan, and con- 
signed to the fugitive and uncer- 
tain services of a Curate, who, 
however personally respectable or 
meritorious, is seldom stationary, 
sufficiently well informed of the 
spiritual wants of the Parishioners, 
to render them the services which 
they expect. 

Any apology for the non-resi- 
dence of a Rector, founded upon 
the want of a specific place of 
abode in the parish is quite futile. 
If there is no glebe or house ap- 
propriated for the Rector, there 
ought to be one immediately pro- 
vided. I presume the time has 
been, when scarcely a parish had 
a glebe-house, but those who then 
watched over the interests of the 
Established Church, did not think 
that want should continue to be 
unsupplied. I beg to assure your 
Grace, that there is no difficulty 
whatever in procuring a proper 
residence for a Rector, in the pa- 
rish of Castleblayney, or Muckno, 
and it is my firm and unalterable 
opinion, that such a residence 
should be forthwith furnished ; and 





I consider it to be of the most se- 
rious detriment to the Established 
Religion, that no competent and 
sensible minister of it, has been 
resident in this parish, to take due 
advantage of the divisions which 
have prevailed to a considerable 
extent, among the dissenting part 
of the Parishieners, whereby they 
might be reclaimed, and recalled 
to the Church which they had 
deserted. 

This deficiency on the one side, 
and the notorious disregard paid 
to the earnest entreaties of the 
Protestant Parishioners fora resi- 
dent Clergyman on the other, fa- 
vour the progress of discontent, 
and give rise to various popular 
predictions unfavourable to the 
stability of the Established Reli- 
gion, and is peculiarly mortifying 
to all who have its interests at 
heart. . 

I have troubled your Grace so 
much, that I feel myself bound to 
excuse the urgency of my commu- 
nication on this subject, as the 
Bishop is not amenable in the pre- 
sent unfortunate instance, to any 
Church authority ; there is only 
one resource left, that is to appeal 
to the tribunal of public opinion, 
to that energetic power which the 
greatest must respect. If I can be 
instrumental towards saving the 
Protestant religion from the deep 
wound which threatens it, I con- 
ceive the end will justify the means, 
and under this conscientious im- 
pression, I shall prepare a state- 
ment to be submitted to public 
judgment, upon the present pos- 
ture of affairs, of this and of the 
adjoining parishes. 

I claim but one very humble 
merit in my undertaking, that is 
perseverance, of which I hope to 
be able to convince my Lord the 
Bishop. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Grace’s 
Most obedient Servant, 
Briayney, Major-General. 


His Grace the Lord Primate. 
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To Ma. Cosserr. 


London, March 12, 1822. 
Dear Sir, 


Unverstanpine that your truly 
valuable Register has an extensive 
circulation amongst Landowners 
and Agriculturists, I wish, through 


its medium, to offer a remark or 


two, on one of the modes of relief 


proposed by Ministers for the 
existing Agricultural distress, 
namely, that of “ lending two or 
“three millions to the Agricul- 
“ turists;” because, 1 am con- 
vinced such loans will not only be 
ineffectual, but must be the sure 
and certain means of the sur- 
rendering of private property, 
into the hands of the Crown.— 
In “ Bell’s Weekly Messenger ” 
of the 10th instant, this scheme of 
Ministers is approved of; the 
writer (I believe he is a lawyer) 
says—‘ The original purpose of 
“lending upon the security of 
“the parochial rates has been 
“* very wisely abandoned, and two 





“other modes are now in dis- 
‘* cussion :—The _first, that of 
“ lending it to the Jandlords them- 
“ selves in redemption of their 
“ mortgages ; the landlords to 
‘« pay three-per-cent. only, (being 
“ thereby benefited two-per-cent., 
“the mortgages being at five-per- 
‘ cent.), and having moreover the 
‘advantage of preventing fore- 
“ closures. It is understood that 
“there is a very strong party in 
‘“‘ favour of this measure; and we 
‘* decidedly think, if the money is 
‘‘ to be advanced that this would 
‘be the best mode. To_ this 
‘“‘ measure, indeed, as to every 
‘* other, there are strong and ma- 
“ nifest objections ; the principal 
‘‘ of which are, that it must ne- 
‘‘ cessarilv lead to delicate and 
‘‘ unpleasant disclosures of the 
‘“‘embarrassments that exist in 
* private life ; and that it puts the 
‘‘ Government of the Country in 
“the adverse condition of being 
“the creditor and mortgagee of 
‘‘a great portion of the land- 
“ holders of the Kingdom. The 
* first of these objections appears 








“to us very inconsiderable, the 
“state of mortgaged property 
“‘ being perfectly notorious in the 
“country where such mortgages 
“ exist—under the late Property- 
“tax, all these mortgages were 
** of course known to the Com- 
“‘ missioners. Now why may not 
“‘ the intended advances be made 
‘through the medium of these 
** Commissioners, and, of course 
“no further disclosure rendered 


The second ob- 


“jection is of a more serious 


** necessary ! 


“ nature, as it gives Government 
‘‘ an interest in the land, which, 
“* perhaps, upon public and con- 
“ stitutional grounds, it ought not 
“‘ to possess. But borrowers must 
“not be choosers; and our own 
“ impression is, that even this 
“‘ objection is rather fanciful and 
“ sentimental, than founded in 
“‘any just reason. The benefit, 
“‘ undoubtedly, should not be ex- 
“ tended to individuals upon any 
“* political consideration ; and the 
“‘ terms of the loan should be so 
‘“‘exact and precise, as not to 


“ Jeave the Government the means 
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“ of exercising any political in- 
“fluence by accelerating or de- 
With 


“these checks, we can see no 


“laying its repayment. 


“great weight in the objection 
“ urged. ” 

Here, Sir, are pretty reasons 
for the landowners acceding to 
the plan of the Minister ! They will 
have to pay three-per-cent. for 
their money instead of five. No 
money, however, is to come into 
their hands, that is to go to the 
fundholder, the Iandowner’s pre- 
sent mortgagee, who is then to 
join the landowner in a transfer 
of his mortgage, or in other words 
his estate, to the Government, at 
a reduced interest of two-per- 
cent., the new mortgage-deed con- 
taining in all other respects, the 
same covenants and stipulations 
as the existing deed does—how, 
therefore, they are to “ possess 
“the advantage of preventing 
‘“‘ foreclosures,” I do not know, 
unless, in the Act of Parliament 
to be passed enabling the Go- 
vérnment to make these loans, a 


clause to that effect be introduced ; 
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for, as the law now stands, if the 
mortgagor shall fail to repay the 
mortgagee the sum lent, on the 
day mentioned in the deed for 
repayment, the land, so put in 
pledge, is by law, for ever dead 
and gone from the mortgagor ; 
and the mortgagee’s estate in the 
lands is then no longer conditional, 
but absolute, and he may enter 
upon it and take possession, with- 
out any possibility at daw, of 
being afterwards evicted by the 
mortgagor — true, the Courts of 
Equity will interpose, and will 
allow the mortgagor at any rea- 
sonable time to recal or redeem 
his estate; but, upon what terms? 
why only on paying to the mort- 
gagee his principal money, in- 
terest and expenses!—And how 
is this to be done, if the estates 
shall yield no rents, or, not greater 
rents than shall enable the land- 
lord to pay his taxes—pay the 
mortgage interest, and keep his 
family ! !—The thing is impossible, 
and away go all the Freeholds to 
the Government, and the new 
landlords will then become tenants 
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to the Government. Besides, is it 
likely the Government will lend 
money, without reserving to itself 
the power of compelling repay- 
ment? I ask is it likely or can 
the Government do it, can it thus 
act towards one part of the com- 
munity, at the expense of the rest 
—how then can the interest be 
reduced from ftve to three per 
cent., “ giving to the landowner 
“the advantage of preventing 
“* foreclosures ? ” 

With respect to the interest 
which this measure would give 
the Government in the land; E 
think the landowners will find 
upon reflection, that the objection 
to the measure on that ground is 
neither fanciful nor sentimental, 
but founded in reason and justice ; 
for instance, the mortgagor cannot 
grant any fresh lease of the land, 
or any part of the land in pledge, 
without the consent of the Go- 
vernment, that shall be binding 
against the Government ; for if he 
does grant such a lease, the Go- 
vernment may recover the pos- 


session of the premises in an 
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ejectment against the tenant in 
possession without a previous no- 
tice to quit; and this being the 
law, what farmer would be mad 
enough to take a lease without the 
consent of the Government—nay, 


the Government will be in pos- 
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MR. HUNT’S PETITION. 


I rvrenpep to insert this docu- 


ment this week, but must put it off 


session of all the Landlord’s tit/e- | till next. It should be read, and 


deeds, and must, therefore, of ne- 
cessity, be a party to all sub- 
sequent leases ; and if either the 
mortgagor or the farmer in treaty 
for a lease should, in any way, 
be obnoxious to the Government, 
wili not the lease be withheld 
from the intended tenant, and will 
not the Government compel the 
mortgagor to grant it to a tenant 
of its own naming—and will not 
this be upon “ political consider- 
ation?” And is this a fanciful 
And would the mind of 


a landlord so situated, be in a 


case ¢ 
sentimental state’ Now is the 
time for them to put far from them 
all chance of such scenes, or they 
will be too late. 

I am, Dear Sir, 


Yours always, 


carefully kept, by every man in 
the kingdom. 





FARMER’S WIFE'S FRIEND. 


Tue next Register will contain 
a Letter to the Farmers’ Wives 
on the subject of the Buckingham 
Bill of Fare, showing them in 
detail how it is that their families 
are ruined by the taxes. Every 
means in my power will be made 
use of to circulate this exposure. 
Webb Hall is done for. We 
have shown the farmers that it is 
not a Corn Bill they want; and 
we have now to show their wives 


how their husbands and families 


are ruined by the taxes. 





Fiveuis, 
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SWEDISH 
TURNIP SEED. 


To be sold, at the Office of The 
Recister (No. 183, Fleet-street), 
Swedish Turnip Seed, for the 
genuineness of which I will be 
answerable. It was saved from 
plants selected, one by one, for the 
purpose, and grown in a spot any 
where near to which no other 
Turnip Seed, no Rape, no Cab- 
bage Seed, or any thing of the 


kind was grown. The plants for 
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three quarters of seed were se- 
lected, with the greatest possible 


care, out of a turnip crop of 


| twenty-six acres.—The price of 


any quantity under ten pounds, 
ls. 3d. a pound ; of any quantity 
above ten pounds Is. a pound.— 
In the next Register I shall give 
an account of the quantity of 
ground requisite to raise plants 
enough for an acre of transplanted 
Swedes.—The above seed was 
saved by Mr. Samvuex Crarxe of 
Bergh Apton, Norfolk. 


Wan. COBBETT. 





